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count of Flanders that the young bride was taken away.
Baldwin of Hainault, says his chancellor, grieved for the
oath that he had sworn.
The marriage took place on April 28. A month
later, on May 29, the young queen was crowned at S.
Denys, in the presence of her father and her uncle. For
many years the marriage remained childless. Xot till
September 5,1187, did she present the king with a son,
Louis, who lived to succeed his father on the throne,
and whose birth was celebrated, says Rigord, with torch-
light processions for a whole week and ceaseless song
and dance in the streets, and was communicated to the
distant provinces by special messengers announcing
the glad news.
The marriage of Philip Augustus preceded the death
of his father only by five months. During that time
the influence of the count of Flanders was predominant.
He has been somewhat hastily described as the tutor,
guardian, or protector of the king, but though his posi-
tion of chief adviser may have given him many of the
privileges of guardian, he never formally received such
a title. Louis VII. till his death was counted the true
king. He made no abdication, and his son Philip had
been crowned at an age when custom considered him
capable of ruling in his own person. Before the corona-
tion Louis had charged the count of Flanders to watch
over and advise his son, and the great vassal took
oath faithfully to protect and to instruct his young
lord.
Philip as joint king had by custom the same powers
as his father, but they were powers enjoyed only by the
favour of the actual sovereign. The heads of father and